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Trisha and I would like to invite the members of Ionic Composite Lodge to our 
home for an Ionic Composite Lodge pot luck BBQ on Sunday, August 21, 2016, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m.  Due to space limitations, only members of Ionic Com-
posite and their Ladies and children are invited.  We will be providing all of 
the meats and fowl.  It is requested that those attending bring either a side dish, 
salad, desert or drinks (soft drinks, beer or wine).

Please RSVP with Jeff or Trisha Bear no later than August 17, 2016.  When you 
respond please state ALL of the following information:  (1) Your name, (2) The 
number of people attending, (3) If you require Kosher food and (4) What you will 
be bringing.  A timely, complete RSVP is mandatory so we can make plans for 
food, seating and sufficient food.

We are looking forward to welcoming you to our home for a wonderful evening 
of good cheer and Brotherhood.
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August 1st Stated Meeting

Doors: 5:30 p.m. | Dinner: 6:00 p.m.  
Program: 7:15 p.m.

W.M. Yuki Matsumoto presiding 

Community Leader Speech #3

$15.00* w/RSVP $20.00* wo/RSVP
reservations due by July 29th

* Guests of the Master, and widows of  
Ionic Composite Lodge, who have  
not remarried, are free. Menu is Subject  
to Change.

MAIN

Tacos: Asade, chicken, Grilled Veggies, and 
Chicken Tinga

 SIDES 

Rice, and Beans

DESSERT 

Homemade flan courtesy of Mauricio’s 
wife, Renata.

AUGUST EVENTS

July 
29

Last Day to RSVP for August  
Stated meeting

Aug  
1

Stated Meeting
6:00 p.m. Dinner

7:15 p.m. Program

Aug  
15

Masaons4Mitts Event at  
the LA Sports Museum 
5:30PM VIP

7:00PM General Admission

Aug  
17

Last day to RSVP for Jeff Bear’s BBQ

Aug  
21

BBQ at Jeff Bear’s Home
4:30PM Potluck BBQ  

RSVP no later than August 17th 

(see pg 1 for details)

 

Note: Additional Events can be found on our  
website or Lodge App.
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FROM THE WEST

Before I get into my topic of the moment, I 
wanted to give you a quick report on our 

digital outreach.  We have had over 120 view-
ers on our Periscope feed and over 61 views on 
Facebook live streaming.  So, in essence, we had 
over 200 people take part in our last stated meet-
ing!  Not bad considering it was July!  I think 
we can do even better—so I would like to put a 
call to action out to our members.  I need a few 
more brothers on our digital committee that can 
help bring our reach out further and carry it on.  
Please get a hold of me as soon as you can!  The 
year is almost over and the digital torch must be 
passed on.

Some have asked why I am pushing so hard 
for the digital outreach.  I think I explained it 
well to them personally, and I think I should ex-
plain it here as well.  Our society is changing 
rapidly, and if we (as one of the oldest organiza-
tions on the globe) do not adapt, we will wither 
away.  For Good or Bad, Society has deemed the 
cell phone a must have tool.  Millenials are not 
the only ones glued to their phones.  My sister, 
an avid facebook poster, community activist 
and organizer, mother, family organizer, etc. 
is absolutely never seen without her phone.  I 
am innundated with absolutely everything in 
her life-which is why I don’t talk to her on the 
phone, I all ready know everything! (Kidding 
aside)—our communication is now via email, 
tweets, Facebook postings.  Some of you might 
remember when I was Junior Warden I wrote 
an article extoling the virtues of a paper trestle-
board.  That was me raging against change.  I 
know most of our members will remember 
waiting at home for an important call.  Keep-
ing everyone off the land line in case it rang.  
Watching and willing the phone to ring.  Notic-
ing that we need to grab a cloth and dust under 
the rotary dial.  Then came Call Waiting.  And 
we were still tethered to the kitchen or dining 
room (wherever Ma Bell had deemed to place 
the phone jack).  Soon after came the answer-

ing machine…and those tiny tape cassettes you 
always hoped did not tangle.  Voice Mail was 
next—a modern marvel where you could call 
in and get your messages from any phone, just 
deposit 15 cents, er, 20 cents—25 cents.  Some 
say that we have progressed more in the last 
century…but I would say more in the last 30 
years than all of history.  It is this advance that 
has caused our Society to change.  24 hour news 
cycles, Amazon Prime delivery within an hour!  
Instant gratification permeates us.  Masonry has 
always been a journey and not an end point; 
however, if we ignore our new societal norms 
we will soon become dust.  We must compete 
for peoples attention if we do not wish to fade.  
It is also this strange society that created a bump 
in our membership a few years ago.  The inter-
net used to be a cold place, one without real hu-
man interaction—my hypothesis was that the 
younger generation was missing that human in-
teraction, thus our bump in membership.  Now, 
with Millenials being weaned on technology, 
they do not miss what they never had, a true 
brotherhood.  Our Millenials are intelligent, 
caring people—and we need to communicate to 
this younger generation in a way they under-
stand.  Social Media.

Well, it seems that I ran on a bit.  I really 
wanted to discuss leadership in this article.  
You’ll have to wait until next month!

Stay plugged in and charged up!

Tim Shiner – Senior Warden
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Spring 2015 we traveled to Israel on the Grand Mas-
ter’s Footsteps of Freemasonry Tour. Past Grand Master 
John L. Cooper III was the scholar-in-residence and deliv-
ered many lectures at historical sites.  Over the next year 
we will feature his lectures in our Trestleboard.  Enjoy!!! 
 

FOOTSTEPS OF  
MASONRY LECTURE 5

Friday, May 8, 2015
John L. Cooper III, PhlD.
King Solomon’s Temple in Masonic Tradition:

• David & Solomon, Kings of Israel
• Hiram, King of Tyre & Hiram Abiff
• The Temple of Solomon in Masonic Traditions

All that remains of the great Temple of King Solomon is a part 
of the platform upon which a later version of the building 

was built. This place is sacred to three monotheistic religions: Ju-
daism, Christianity and Islam. Freemasonry is not a religion, but 
nevertheless King Solomon’s Temple has a special place in Ma-
sonic lore and tradition. We have hinted at this from the time that 
our tour began, when we visited Jaffa, where the wood for King 
Solomon’s Temple was landed, after having been brought by sea 
from the Mountains of Lebanon. It is now time to talk about the 
Masonic significance of King Solomon’s Temple.

As with many things in Freemasonry, the origin of the impor-
tance of King Solomon’s Temple did not lay in the distant past, 
but rather in the Middle Ages in the British Isles where Freema-
sonry as we know it was born. You may remember that we believe 
that the origins of Freemasonry are to be found in the guilds of 
stonemasons who worked on castles, monasteries, churches and 
cathedrals. Stonemasons, like all lower class people, were illiter-
ate. But they worked on buildings for men and women who were 
literate – priests, monks and nuns. Because most of these build-
ings were religious in nature, it is not surprising that the stone-
masons soon became familiar with the religious tradition behind 
churches and cathedrals, for many of them boasted the stories 
from the Bible in stone as well as in stained glass. Knowledge of 
the stories from the Bible was a part of the everyday life of stone-
masons, and as the largest and most important stone building in 
the Bible was King Solomon’s Temple, it is hardly surprising that 

Bernie Morse PM 
Joseph Esshaghian PM

FROM THE 
SOUTH

Greetings, everyone! Sum-
mer is here and with it, 

for some of us, comes a more 
relaxing time which, in gener-
al involve all sorts of personal 
and family activities like hav-
ing fun with the kids, “camps”, 
BBQs, etc. But also, something 
I enjoy doing is the time we 
have to reconnect with friends; 
particularly those especial old 
friends, those who when you 
see them after years, it feels 
like no time has passed and 
you are still the same, may-
be with more kids, wrinkles, 
pounds, but the same. 

So, it is this time, summer, 
when I would like to invite you 
to reconnect with your lodge. 
We have some stuff going this 
month. Come join us for the 
August Stated Meeting; we’ll 
have tacos and I’ll pour you a 
margarita on the rocks! If you 
are a sports fan, you cannot 
miss the Masaons4Mitts Event 
at the LA Sports Museum. Or 
if you prefer a more relaxing 
time (and you are a member of 
the Lodge) check out Jeff and 
Trisha Bear’s BBQ. I’d love to 
see you at any of these events.

Fraternally,

Mauricio León –  
Junior Warden
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it should have attracted the attention of these medieval craftsmen 
who carved the stones for the buildings they were constructing.

There is much that we do not know about King Solomon’s 
Temple, and probably will never know. Because the site has been 
occupied for so long, and is held sacred by so many, archaeo-
logical work on the site is largely impossible. But as Freemasonry 
derived its images of King Solomon’s Temple from the Bible, that 
is really the only version of the great building that we need to 
know in order to understand Masonic legends symbols associ-
ated with it. 

There are far more symbols in Freemasonry associated with 
King Solomon’s Temple than can be adequately told here. I have 
chosen some of the more obvious ones – ones that are frequently 
on public display, or which are wellknown to Masons. We will 
start with a brief description of the original temple itself, and 
two prominent features associated with Freemasonry – the two 
bronze pillars which stood on each side of the main entrance to 
the Temple itself. 

As described in the Bible, the Temple consisted of two cham-
bers, with a forecourt that held an altar of sacrifice and a huge 
bronze caldron filled with water. The entrance to the building 
was on the east side, and flanked by the two bronze columns, 
or pillars. The first room near the entrance was called the “Holy 
Place,” and contained numerous articles such as a menorah (a 
seven-branched lampstand for oil lamps) and an altar for burning 
incense. The second room, separated from the first by doors (and 
possibly a curtain), was called the Holy of Holies. In this room 
was kept a religious object of great importance to the Hebrews – 
the Ark of the Covenant – which the Bible said was constructed 
during their sojourn in the Wilderness, and carried with them 
into the Promised Land. The Ark reportedly contained stone tab-
lets on which were inscribed the Ten Commandments, and – ac-
cording to Masonic tradition – a pot of manna and Aaron’s rod. 
The “pot of manna” was a jar with some of the miraculous food 
with which God had fed the Israelites in the Wilderness.

The two bronze columns, or pillars, were said in the Bible to 
have been cast “in the clay grounds” on the plains of Succoth” 
by Hiram Abiff. Their purpose is unknown, but Masonic tradi-
tion assigns them a special place as the successor of two pillars 
erected by Enoch at a much earlier period, “one of stone and one 
of brass,” to house the “secrets of Masonry” in the event that the 
world should be destroyed by fire or flood. Replicas of those two 
pillars are a prominent feature of every Masonic lodge, and are 
reminders that Masons enter into Freemasonry through the sym-
bolism of King Solomon’s Temple.

MASONS NIGHT 
AT DODGER  

STADIUM
Monday, September 19

LA Dodgers vs San Francisco 
Giants

Reserved Level Seats behind 
3rd Base

$25/TICKET

RSVP: Secretary Daniel Ferszt 
(310)657-2628

 
Send checks payable to Ionic 

Composite Lodge to:
Ionic Composite Lodge  

No. 520
1122 S. La Cienega Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90035

Note:  Steve Resnick is trying 
to arrange for a bus from the 
lodge.  When you order tick-

ets, let Daniel know if you are 
interested in taking the bus.
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In ancient times those who worked with 
molten metal were considered the most skilled 
of artisans, and no wonder, as dealing with mol-
ten metal is a very dangerous occupation. It was 
perhaps the idea that Hiram Abiff was a very 
skilled worker in molten metal which gave Ma-
sons the idea that he was the architect of King 
Solomon’s Temple. Every building needs an ar-
chitect, and if so, why not the most skilled arti-
san associated with the Temple? In any event, 
Hiram Abiff became the Architect of the Temple 
in Masonic lore, and his life and death form a 
key part of the story which Masons tell in their 
degrees. 

As Masons tell it, the materials for the build-
ing of the Temple were assembled “off site,” and 
brought to the location of the Temple to be put 
together “without the sound of axe, hammer or 
any tool of iron” as it was being built. There is 
probably a reference here to the credness of the 
building, for the use of iron was thought of as a 
“polluting agent” in ancient times. 

In addition to using historical objects as-
sociated with the building of the Temple, and 
stories about how it was built, Freemasons take 
liberties with the architecture of the building 
itself, and nowhere is this more evident than 
the Masonic story of the “Middle Chamber of 
King Solomon’s Temple.” There may have been 
storage rooms associated with the Temple, and 
some may have had access via ladders, or per-
haps even stairs, but nothing in the building 

compares with the Masonic story of the “Wind-
ing Staircase” and its associated symbolism, 
together with the “Middle Chamber” to which 
it supposedly led. Many Masonic buildings to-
day have staircases consisting of “Three, Five, 
and Seven Steps,” which are in imitation of the 
“Winding Staircase” of Masonic legend. The 
so-called “Middle Chamber” also has symbolic 
meaning for Freemasons, and is shown in many 
Masonic paintings on what Masons call “tracing 
boards.” As these “tracing boards” are rather 
common in Masonic museums, these symbols 
are better known to the public than almost any 
other.

Finally, numbers are important symbols 
in Freemasonry, and none perhaps more im-
portant than the number “three.” The number 
“three” is associated with King Solomon’s Tem-
ple because our legends assert that there were 
three individuals who were intimately involved 
with the building of the Temple: King Solomon, 
himself; Hiram, King of Tyre; and Hiram Abiff. 
The unlikely association of these three at Jerusa-
lem is as unusual as the legend of the “Winding 
Staircase” and the “Middle Chamber” of King 
Solomon’s Temple. But these three – two kings, 
and an architect – are important in the legend-
ary stories surrounding the Temple of King Sol-
omon. Many of the degrees of Masonry use the 
story of these three individuals as the basis of 
their symbolism, and particular legends associ-
ated with them.

Have you joined the digital Lodge 
community yet?

Keep in touch with Brothers. 
Share photos, memories and more 

Find out what you’ve been missing by 
download it to your smartphone here:  
http://ourapp.link/ionic-composite-520

**if you have any problems, please call 
Tim Shiner and he can walk you through 
or meet up with you!
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Martin Jeffrey King   03
Stanley Irving Schway PM  03
Albert  Solnit   04
Steven  Resnick   05
James Gus Selimos PM  05
Ronald  Stiles   05

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Max  Paster PM  06
Fred Alan Gross   08
Allen B. Sackler   08
Clifford  Wolosin   11
Sheldon Stanford Ellis   12
Robert Paul Craig   16

David Super, who teaches law at George-
town University, wrote a curious column 

that was published in the Los Angeles Times 
last week. It was entitled “A ‘Brexit’-scale cri-
sis for the U.S.”, although it really had nothing 
to do with the recent vote in the United King-
dom. Rather his concern was directed at an ef-
fort by a “hodgepodge of right-wing advocacy 
groups” to call a constitutional convention to 
pass a Constitutional amendment mandating a 
balanced budget.

According to Mr. Super, there are two ways 
to amend the U.S. Constitution. The first, and 
the one that has been traditionally employed, 
requires the amendment to be proposed in Con-
gress and passed by a 2/3s majority by both 
houses, and then ratified by 3/4s of the individ-
ual states. The Constitution can also be amend-
ed if 2/3s of the states request Congress to call a 
convention to propose amendments.

Mr. Super decried the fact that, because 16 
states asked for such an amendment 25-30 years 
ago, only 18 others are being sought now (and 
12 others have already done so). In other words, 
the advocacy groups were “cobbling together 
the results of two entirely different periods of 
state legislative action” to achieve their objec-
tive. Mr. Super used part of his column to ar-
gue why such an amendment would be bad for 
both the United States and the world, fearing it 
could ultimately threaten Social Security and 

THINK ABOUT IT
other entitlement programs. He spent much 
of the remainder of the column expressing his 
worry about the implications of such a conven-
tion, especially that other parts of the Constitu-
tion could be affected.

 The thing that caught my attention about 
the column was not the conservative-liberal dif-
ference of opinion. Rather it was the fact that 
Mr. Super did not propose any other options 
for the issue that led to the call for the conven-
tion, namely an unbalanced budget and a grow-
ing national deficit. Perhaps Mr. Super does not 
view this as a problem and wants it to continue. 
Even in that case, he did not show any respect 
for what is a concern of others by addressing its 
legitimacy. Of course, if Mr. Super does think 
that the continuing budget deficits are a prob-
lem, he needs to do more than just say no to one 
solution.

 All of us should listen to the concerns of 
others, if for no other reason than as a matter of 
respect and courtesy. We need not agree with 
their solutions, but, if we do thereby under-
stand, and then acknowledge, the problem, we 
can all work to find some other way to solve it. 
This is called active listening. Many of our lead-
ers fail to do this; perhaps if we do it, they can 
learn from us.

Think about it. 
Ron Koretz, P.M.

Nissim  Afriat   22
Harry  Barron   22
Sarkis  Babian PM  25
Gene Roy Horst   25
Marc Allen Seidner   28
Philip Jay Roman   31
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A Night at the Exclusive LA Sports Museum** Benefitting Masons4Mitts 

Presented by Ionic Composite Lodge No. 520 
On behalf of the Media Central Titans Team 

 
Monday, August 15, 2016 

7:00-9:00 PM 

30,000 sq ft of Baseball, Football, Basketball and Boxing Exhibits 
Live Auction – Dodger Alumni – Door Prizes 

Complimentary Ballpark Fare Catered by Pink’s Famous Hot Dogs, Wine, Beer, Soft Drinks 
 

LA Sports Museum 
1900 S. Main St 

Los Angeles, CA 90007 
Web Site: www.IonicComposite.com/Events/Masons4Mitts 

For information contact: 
Bernie Morse PM, Chairman-Email: Masons4Mitts@IonicComposite.com 

Phone: (310) 556-4463 
501(c)(3) Tax ID#23-7013074 California Masonic Foundation 

Net proceeds provide mitts to inner city 5-18 year olds in the Dodgers RBI Program 
 
 

 

**Disclaimer: The LA Sports Museum features a Los Angeles Dodgers collection, but has no affiliation with LA Dodgers Inc. 
 

REGISTER NOW (Deadline August 8, 2016 - Tickets will NOT be sold at the Door) 
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20
16

 O
FF

IC
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S
BRETHREN AND FAMILY MEMBERS 
Sick and Visitation Committee Report

We Wish Everyone a Full and Complete Recovery

Brethren Please, a Telephone call from you could brighten their day

If you know of a Brother or a member of a Brother’s family who is ill, please contact Lodge Office: 
Tel: 310. 657.2628 

Funeral Telephone list: Any brother who would like to be placed on the funeral notification call 
list, your presence would be deeply appreciated. Please contact the Lodge Office

Geri Edelman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Still having swallowing difficulties, and other medical problems.

Leonard Hess  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Confined mostly to home because of stroke

Tom Minahane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
At Merle Norman Building of Santa Monica Hospital (ask for 
him in room 4412) 

Jay Richards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
At home – limited to wheelchair for ongoing weakness.

Stan Schway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
At new home location recovering from some medical problems

Millie Torf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Home recovering from broken leg

Master – Yuki Matsumoto (Lucy) 
 

Senior Warden – Tim Shiner, P.M.  
 

Junior Warden – Mauricio Leon (Renata) 
 

Treasurer – Steve Resnick (Sheelah) 
 

Secretary – Daniel Ferszt (Shannon) 
 

Chaplain – Mike Leiaghat 
 

Assistant Secretary – Jeff Bear, P.M. (Trisha) 
 

Senior Deacon – Arsen Melkumyan (Julia) 
 

Junior Deacon – Yuriy Kotlyar 
 

Marshal – Aaron Ganz  
 

Senior Steward – Kevin Silver (Katherine) 

 Junior Steward – D’Angelo Jones 
 

Tiler – Evan Weiss, P.M. 
 

Officers’ Coach – Bernie Morse, P.M. (Carolyn) 
 

Candidates’ Coach – Jeffrey Bear, P.M. (Trisha) 
 

Inspector for the 709th Masonic District  
Justin Daza-Ritchie (Cynthia) 
                 

Trestleboard Editor – Evan Weiss, P.M. 
 

Trestleboard Layout – JohnRobert Wilson (Sanae) 
 


