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Brethren, ladies and friends;

I have often had very mixed emotions about the month of May. Think about it. Spring is new and filled with 
feelings of hope and renewal. It continues with the joyous festivities of Cinco de Mayo, and Mother’s Day, 
(Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers and grandmothers of the lodge), and finishes with Armed Forces 
Day, (May 20), and one of the most solemn days of the year, Memorial Day.

For many years, I and a number of Masons from this and other lodges in California, have assisted at Me-
morial Day programs at various cemeteries. I go to the ceremony at the Los Angeles National Cemetery in 
Westwood. As Masons, we assist the many dignitaries and visitors that come to show their respect, and 
to form an honor column for our National Flag, with its color guard, and the men and women of various 
military service groups to march though. (See the insert on page 5 for information on this event. It makes 
a wonderful family event.)

When you see a man or woman in uniform, or that you know has served, be sure and thank them for their 
service. This Memorial Day, don’t just light-up the BBQ, but put up a flag, go to a Memorial Day ceremony, 
and say a prayer for all those who have put on a uniform, but are no longer with us. Their service is what 
has given us the freedoms we enjoy today.

Over the years, I have noticed that the numbers representing those that served in World War 2 and the 
Korean War have grown steadily fewer as time has claimed more of their numbers. I have also noticed that 
these numbers have not been replaced by those that served in Viet Nam, and the Middle East campaigns 
that are of more recent vintage. Of course these conflicts involved fewer servicemen, but they don’t seem 
to be joining veteran’s groups in the same per centages.

In many ways, it parallels the membership picture in Freemasonry. We were at our peak in membership fol-
lowing WW2 and the Korean War and have declined to a more realistic membership numbers as the years 
progressed.

Continued on pg. 5

FROM THE EAST
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MAY 8th Stated Meeting
Doors: 5:30 p.m. | Dinner: 6:00 p.m.  

Meeting: 7:15 p.m.

W.M. Michael Bear presiding 

RSVP before April 26th and invite a friend  
(310-657-2628) or from our website 

Dinner is $20.00
Reservations are Mandatory 

If you do not make a reservation extra 
meals will not be available. Brothers if 
you make a reservation and don’t cancel 
by the date specified, you will be billed. 

* Guests of the Master, and widows of  
Ionic Composite Lodge, who have  
not remarried, are free. Menu is Subject  
to Change.

ENTREE

Street Tacos
Rice

Beans

MAY EVENTS
Apr. 
26

Last day for may Stated Meeting Dinner RSVP
Reservations must be received by Lodge Secretary,  

(310) 657-2628, or via our website

May 
1

Stated Meeting Dinner
See insert to left for times and details

May 
8

PRACTICE:  Second or Third Degree plus receiv-
ing the Inspector in a tiled meeting. 
7:15pm  All officers are expected to attend. Fellowcraft and 

Master Masons may attend. Coaching available.

May 
15

Building Association Meeting, 6:00pm
Second Degree 7:15pm
Coaching available

May 
22

OSI at Ionic Composite Lodge
7:15pm. 3*, first section, including calling down and 2*  

proficiency. OFFICERS MUST ATTEND OR BE EXCUSED. Mas-

ter Masons may attend. Casual. No Coaching.

May 
29

 Lodge Dark for Memorial Day.

May 
31

Last day for June Stated Meeting Dinner RSVP
Reservations must be received by Lodge Secretary,  

(310) 657-2628, or via our website

 Note: Additional Events can be found on our  
website or Lodge App. 



IONICCOMPOSITE.COM MAY 2017 TRESTLEBOARD3

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, June 4, 9:00am-3:00pm, California 
Masonic Symposium, “The Moscow Archives”. 
Pasadena Scottish Rite, 150 N. Madison Ave., 
Pasadena, 91101. $15.00 Registration only, 
$30.00 Registration and lunch. Register at free-
mason.org. Open to Masons and non-Masons.

Monday, June 5, Stated Meeting. Inspector’s 
Official Visitation. Open Lodge: 5:30pm, Din-
ner: 6:00pm, open program to follow. Dinner 
by reservation only. $20.00. Invite a friend.

June 11, 3:00-6:00pm. Tour and serve dinner at 
The Midnight Mission. We will have dinner to-
gether afterwards. Contact: Karin Surents, P.M. 
(818) 335-8223 or airsupremeac@yahoo.com

Monday, June 12, Lodge Dark 

Monday, June 19, 7:15pm. Fellowship Night. 
Open to all prospects, EAs, FPs and MMs. 

Monday, June 26, 6:00pm Building Association 
meeting.  7:15pm Executive Board and Officers 
Meeting

Sunday, July 23, Laguna Beach “Pageant of the 
Masters”, limited tickets. Bernie Morse, P.M. in-
charge. It’s a “must see” event. See insert.

OFFICAL NOTICE
Stated Meeting dinners are by reservation only and must be received no later than the Wednesday 
before the Stated Meeting. If a reservation is made but not used, you will be billed for the amount 
due unless canceled no later than Friday, 4:00pm before the Stated Meeting. 
Reservations must be made by either using the sign-up sheet, by calling (310) 657-2628, by email-
ing ionicomp@sbcglobal.Net, or made and paid for on the lodge website: http://ioniccomposite520.
com 

IONIC COMPOSITE LODGE 
NO. 520

We have purchased 22 tickets 
for the Amazing

Laguna Art Festival Pageant of 
the Masters

Where Art Comes to Life
“The Grand Tour”
Sunday, July 23

8:30PM-10:30PM
$52/person

For information and reserva-
tions lease contact Bernie 
Morse PM by email  
brnhrd18@yahoo.com.
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FROM THE SOUTH

The American author Er-
nest Hemingway referred 

to a blank piece of paper as 
the “White Bull”.  While I 
am certainly no Hemingway, 
when sitting here staring at 
my laptop screen, I know ex-
actly what he meant; what to 
write about this month.  In all 
my other writing, I always try 
to be upbeat and rosy, but the 
fact is that the Lodge needs 
some help from its members by attending Lodge 
more often.  When I first started coming to the 
Lodge around June 2014, even before I was a 
candidate, I asked Wor. Jeff Bear what I should 
do.  His response was to keep showing up on 
Mondays, which I did.  To this date, unless I am 
out of town on business or sick, you will always 
see me on Mondays, as well as OSIs, fundrais-
ers, Dodger games, Festive Boards - I think you 
get my point.

At most of the Masonic functions that I at-
tend, about one half or more of the attendees are 
Past Masters.  If it wasn’t for the Past Masters, I 
would be horrified to think what would become 
of the Fraternity.  Does anyone actually realize 
how hard these guys work?  They are the plan-
ners, enablers and just plain doers of just about 
everything that is required to keep us non-Past 
Masters and the Lodge itself going.  While they 
do have honors and recognition, it is nothing 
compared to their hard efforts to keep every-
thing from coming to a grinding halt.

Yes, we owe the Past Masters for our very 
existence.  There is a very simple way to pay 
them back, and that is just to show up more 
often.  In these days of ever worsening traffic 
in Los Angeles - expanding job pressure - fam-
ily obligations and at times just some plain ex-
haustion, yes, sometimes it is very difficult to 
get ourselves to Lodge.  Ah, but what you find 
when you finally get there, that is the reward.

A few Saturdays ago, the 
Lodge had the pleasure and 
honor of hosting a reception 
for the Grand Sword Bearer, 
our own Wor. Jeff Bear.  This 
evening was a total blast from 
the cocktail hour to the formal 
reception, dinner, dancing and 
ultimately witnessing Wor 
Jeff cut the cake with the new 
sword that his ever-lovely wife 
Trisha presented to him.

So now the sad part.  While Jeff’s event was 
heavily attended, our own Lodge officers were 
heavily outnumbered by Grand Line Officers.  
And as far as attendance by our own Lodge 
Brothers, again we were heavily outnumbered 
by those from outside.

Let’s all remember, if it were not for Wor 
Mike Bear taking on the responsibility of serv-
ing as our Lodge Master for the fourth time, it 
is very possible that our Lodge might have be-
gun the not so gentle fall over the slow slippery 
slope to non-existence.  We all proclaim our de-
votion to Masonry and everything is stands for.  
However, the time has come to stand up and 
move beyond proclamation and just simply get 
ourselves to the Lodge.

SEE YOU IN LODGE BROTHER!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Steve Resnick – Junior Warden
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As May approaches and Spring is showing its colors, 
we can look forward to storing the umbrellas and 

jackets. Michael and I just returned from Toronto, where 
we visited our son and daughter-in-law for the holi-
days. After their harsh winter, buds are appearing on 
the trees and tulips are pushing themselves through the 
soil. In the spirit of the season, I am inviting the ladies 
to a “Planting Party” on May 1 at the next Stated Meet-
ing. We will all have something to take home after this 
event. Please make your reservations for dinner so that I 
can have an idea of how much supplies to have on hand.

See you on May 1. 
Debbie Bear

MIDNIGHT MISSION 
DINNER SERVICE

Brethren, Ladies, and Friends,

It has recently become an annual tradition 
of Ionic Composite Lodge members and 
families to participate the serving of meals 
at the Midnight Mission.  This year we will 
have the honor to serve dinner at the Mis-
sion on June 11th, between 3pm &  6pm  
The Midnight Mission address is:

601 S San Pedro St
Los Angeles, CA 90014

Secure parking under the building
No infants or small children please

We are planning on having dinner after-
ward at:

Adana Middle Eastern Restaurant
6918 San Fernando Road
Glendale, CA 91201

Anyone who would like to join us, please 
call me at (818)335-8223 or email me at 
ksurents@yahoo.com, on or before Mon-
day June 5th.

Kerin Surents, P.M.

LADIES VOICE

FROM THE EAST
Continued from Cover 
I believe that there are many men out there that want what 
Freemasonry has to offer them but don’t know how to go 
about finding out what they need to do to learn more, and 
possibly join. Even with all the information available on the 
internet, it is not easy to determine what is true about us 
and what is false. The best way to get others to take a look 
at who were really are is to talk about Freemasonry to your 
friends, co-workers and acquaintances. This is not soliciting. 
If they express interest, bring them to lodge or one of our 
events. 

Lastly, I want to remind you to that if you have not already 
done so, pay your dues in full. Notices of suspension will be 
mailed out soon to all those who are not current. The lodge 
cannot continue to function without everyone who can do 
so paying their dues. If you cannot financially afford to do 
so, don’t let yourself be suspended, but contact me, or the 
Secretary, and confidentially explain your problem and your 
dues can be remitted.

SEE YOU IN LODGE! 
Michael Bear, P.M., – Master



IONICCOMPOSITE.COM MAY 2017 TRESTLEBOARD6

Batter Up!
The 2017 Masons 4 Mitts Fundraiser

supporting the LA Dodgers RBI Program 
has just Kicked Off. 

Be a Supporter by Funding a Child’s Mitt

For each $20 donation a quality baseball 
glove will be provided to a needy youth in 
the LA Dodgers RBI program.   
Support your lodge’s participation in this 
great program.

Go to www.masons4mitts.org
Click Los Angeles Region
Click Media Central Titans

Click Donate
Contact Team Leaders Mike Bear (310)962-
4346 or Bernie Morse (310)556-4463 if you 

have any questions.

Have you joined the 
digital Lodge community 

yet?
Find out what you’ve been missing by 
download it to your smartphone here:  
http://ourapp.link/ionic-composite-520

**if you have any problems, please call me at 
(310) 497-4408 and I can walk you through or meet 

up with you!

HIGHLIGHT ON RELIEF:  
MASONIC CENTER FOR 

YOUTH AND FAMILIES  

(MCYAF)

 
The Masonic Center for Youth and Families 
(MCYAF) improves the quality of life for 
children and youth - ages 4 to 24 - who are 
struggling with behavioral and emotional 
health issues, as well as serving the whole 
family. MCYAF is a leading provider and 
partner in family-centered therapeutic 
services, serving Masonic and non-Mason-
ic-affiliated families alike. MCYAF offers 
children and their families therapeutic ser-
vices and psychological assessment, with 
Centers in San Francisco and Covina, con-
nected to local services statewide. Afford-
ability and accessibility guarantees that 
Masonic families have access to the high-
est quality of services available. Fees are 
determined on an individual basis and are 
based on ability to pay. Sliding scale fees 
are applied for families needing a reduc-
tion in cost. Additionally, Masonic families 
are given an additional reduction in fee. No 
Masonic family will be turned away based 
on their ability to pay. MCYAF’s belief is 
that, “Any door is the right door” and Ma-
sons may be referred by Lodge Leadership 
or their brethren. They can call the Masonic 
Assistance line or MCYAF’s own toll free 
number at (877) 488-6293.
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Arthur Lloyd Obrand    01
Joseph Allen Reinke Jr.   01
Harold  Kirman    02
Robert Leland Sills  PM  02
Robert Paul Gordon    04
Barry Steven Sporn    05
Alfred  Spivak    10
William Charles Bilkiss    11
Peter David Kaplan    11
Errol Henry Stambler    12
Evan Allen Weiss  PM  12
Joseph Edward Brewer II   13

MAY BIRTHDAYS

IN MEMORIAM

Harvey Charles Cohn    13
Mark Thomas Crugnale    13
Robert Ivan Goldman    13
Richard Thomas Kaplan    13
Edward Ed Novshad    14
Stephen Allen Rennick    14
Matthew Scott Rodman    17
Michael Jeremy Savage    17
Leo Soloman Seidner    19
Max  Solomon    19
Jacob Morris Spiegel    19
Sidney Zanvel Miner    20

David  Israel    23
David Francis Philips  PM  23
Robert Allen Weissman    26
Irvin  Kauffman    27
Abe  Perel    27
Jeffrey Samuel Platt    27
Mark K Ameli   29
Neil Harvey Sherman   29
Dale Marc Effren   30
Zev  Vered   30

Memorial Day at Los Angeles National Cemetery
Monday, May 29, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. to noon

950 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles
(1 block north of Wilshire Blvd. at Constitution Ave.)

Free parking at the VA Medical Center Park and Ride lot  
across the street from the Cemetery.

Please mark your calendars for this special event which honors our country’s fallen heroes.  The Cer-
emony’s theme is Honoring the Brave Women and Men Who Served Around the World. The Master of 
Ceremonies is Bro. Leo Stallworth from KABC7 News.  Our Keynote Speaker will be Major General William 
D. Frink, former commander of the U.S. Army Reserve 79th Sustainment Support Command at Joint Forces 
Training Base Los Alamitos.  Guest speaker will be Representative Ted Lieu, Commander, US Navy Reserve.  
In support of this most meaningful remembrance will be a military band, color guard, a flyover, rifle salute, 
cannons, taps, and restoration of colors.  Coffee, donuts and water will be available.

We will again support this ceremony with our presence as Masons. Those of us who can will serve as greet-
ers, seaters, usher the VIPs to breakfast and to the Ceremony, and other support functions as needed to 
help the Ceremony get started and run smoothly.  We will request dispensation to dress in Masonic regalia. 
Masons helping out should arrive at the Cemetery Chapel by 9:00 a.m. If you would like to just attend, the 
Ceremony will start at 10:30 a.m. If you have never attended before, now is the time. Bring a hat because 
the day is almost always sunny. 

For more information please contact Bro. Jack DeMerit (abcusa@earthlink.net) or Wor. Dave  
Chernik (davidchernik@gmail.com).

Presented by the Los Angeles National Cemetery and the Los Angeles National Cemetery  
Support Foundation
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2017 O
FFIC

ER
S

BRETHREN AND FAMILY MEMBERS 
Sick and Visitation Committee Report

We Wish Everyone a Full and Complete Recovery

Brethren Please, a Telephone call from you could brighten their day

If you know of a Brother or a member of a Brother’s family who is ill, please contact the  
Lodge Office: Tel: 310. 657.2628 

Funeral Telephone list: Any brother who would like to be placed on the funeral notification call 
list, your presence would be deeply appreciated. Please contact the Lodge Office

Geri Edelman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .310-202-0115
Home with a variety of medical problems

Joseph Fisch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .310-766-4920
Home with multiple medical problems

Leonard Hess  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .310-472-3212
Confined mostly to home because of stroke

Bonnie Miller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .818-642-9216
Knee replacement in April (Bill’s cell)

Robert Reed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .805-495-1218
Home with medical problem

Jay Richards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .818-769-2301
At home with multiple problems

Howard Steinore  . . . . . . . . . . . .323-578-1915
Vertebral surgery in April

Master – Michael Bear PM (Debbie) 
  

Senior Warden – Mauricio Leon (Renata) 

Junior Warden – Steve Resnick (Sheelah) 

Treasurer – Bernie Morse, P.M. (Carolyn) 
  

Secretary – Howard Steinore 
  

Chaplain – Mike Leiaghat 
 

Assistant Secretary – Daniel Ferszt (Shannon) 
 

Senior Deacon – Open 

Junior Deacon – Yuriy Kotlyar (Azadeh) 
 

Marshal – Kevin Silver (Katherine) 
 

Senior Steward – Luis Tananta (Maria) 
  
 

Junior Steward – Varun Dadabhoy 
   
 

Tiler – Evan Weiss, P.M. 
 

Officers’ Coach – Bernie Morse, P.M. (Carolyn) 
   
 

Inspector for the 622nd Masonic District  
O. Gary Pealer PM (Lelah) 
   
     

Trestleboard Editor – Evan Weiss, P.M. 
  
 

Trestleboard Layout – JohnRobert Wilson (Sanae) 
 


